
From: Small, Stephen M
To: Vigil, Trina F; Naylon, Annette J
Subject: Re: Grizzly Bear Memo for the Director
Date: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:39:48 AM
Attachments: 4. 20210302_Info Memo_Grizzly 5 YSR_v3.docx

Trina,

Apologies, in my haste yesterday I attached the wrong briefing memo. 

Attached is the one I meant to send.  I had made some changes to the one I received in DTS
and uploaded a slightly modified version.  I have attached it for you to send forward to Cheryl. 
Again, apologies for the confusion.  Please let me know if you have any questions.

Cheers,
Steve

From: Vigil, Trina F <trina_vigil@fws.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 9, 2021 7:09 AM
To: Small, Stephen M <stephen_small@fws.gov>; Naylon, Annette J <annette_naylon@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: Grizzly Bear Memo for the Director
 
Steve,
 
Cheryl requested this from us yesterday, and I sent her the Word version at 12:12
pm.  I think it is a little confusing.  The one I sent them was the Information Memo to
the Director.  I attached a copy.  I wanted to check was Matt wanting something
different?  The one you have attached is to Noreen.  It is a little confusing because
there are two different Information memos named the same but the To: is different
one is going to Noreen, and the other is going to the Director.  I have attached the
one I sent back to the RD’s office.  Please let us know if we sent the wrong memo.
 
Thanks,
Trina
 
Trina Vigil
Ecological Services
Administrative Support Assistant
134 Union Blvd
Lakewood, Colorado  80228
(720) 207-3513
Office Hours
7:00 am – 3:30 pm Mon-Thur
6:30 am – 3:00 pm Telework Friday’s
 
For correspondence templates and resources, please see Interior Regions 5 and 7's

mailto:stephen_small@fws.gov
mailto:trina_vigil@fws.gov
mailto:annette_walton@fws.gov
https://doimspp-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/gilbert_varela_fws_gov1/EiBmVUDiS-JOs-4kMRl-FQUBXDAWQaWLqXQUkfLa1L3u7Q?e=sw3n9K
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[bookmark: Meetingdate]DATE:	March 4, 2021



TO: 	Martha Williams, Principle Deputy Director, Exercising the Delegated Authority of the Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 



FROM:	Noreen Walsh, Regional Director, Interior Regions 5 and 7



SUBJECT:	  5-Year Status Review Recommendation for the Grizzly Bear in the Lower-48 States



I. KEY FACTS



· Following our review of the best available science, as documented in a species status assessment (SSA) report completed in January 2021, we recommend that the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States remain listed as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act (Act). 

· Although conservation efforts have improved the condition of the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States since its listing in 1975, our assessment of the entire listed entity’s condition 30 to 45 years into the future indicates that the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States continues to meet the Act’s definition of a threatened species.  

· The 5-year status review focuses on the status of the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States and does not mention potential next steps in an effort to leave options open on how to proceed. 

· This review fulfills our obligations under the Act and a United States District Court for the District of Montana ordered settlement agreement (due March 31, 2021) to review the status of the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States.  



II. BACKGROUND AND FWS POSITION



· The Act requires that we review each listed species’ status at least once every 5 years and recommend whether the species should maintain its current classification on the Federal List of Threatened and Endangered Wildlife or if it should be reclassified or removed.  Any change in the regulatory status would require a subsequent rule-making with public review and comment.

· We solicited data for this 5-year status review, and the associated SSA report, from interested parties through a January 14, 2020, Federal Register notice.  The draft SSA report was also reviewed by partners and independently peer reviewed.  



III. POSITION OF AFFECTED STAKEHOLDERS/PUBLIC LANDS AFFECTED



· Montana, Wyoming, Idaho, and Washington have an interest in returning grizzly bears to state management.  Our recommendation that the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States remains a threatened species could create confusion amongst stakeholders given our past rulemakings to delist bears in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and recent public statements regarding the biological recovery of bears in the Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem.  



IV. DISCUSSION



· Our SSA provides a review of the best available scientific and commercial information regarding the biological status of the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States.  Thirty to 45 years into the future, viability for the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States improves slightly if conservation efforts continue at their current rate and levels of effectiveness.  If conservation efforts decline, viability also decreases.  If conservation efforts increase, viability improves.  There is enough future uncertainty associated with conservation efforts such that the grizzly bear in the lower-48 States remains likely to become in danger of extinction within the foreseeable future.  



V. TIMELINE AND NEXT STEPS



· The Regional Director for Interior Regions 5 and 7 will sign this 5-year status review.

· To comply with the settlement agreement, we must post this completed 5-year status review on our websites by March 31, 2021.

· The Region has developed an Outreach Plan, News Release and “If Asked Questions and Answers” to communicate this finding to our stakeholders and the public. 
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Prepared by: Stephen Small, Assistant Regional Director, Ecological Services, Interior Regions 5 and 7

 ☒ FYI     or     ☐ Requested by: [name] 

[bookmark: _Hlk21595398] ☐ Prepared for a meeting: [meeting date] [meeting invite title]
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Correspondence OneDrive or Headquarters' Briefing Paper Template Sharepoint.
 
Headquarters SharePoint site with Briefing Paper Templates for the Service Director, Secretary of the
Interior, and Federal Register:  HQ Briefing Paper Templates

 
 

From: Small, Stephen M <stephen_small@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, March 8, 2021 4:02 PM
To: Vigil, Trina F <trina_vigil@fws.gov>; Naylon, Annette J <annette_naylon@fws.gov>
Subject: Grizzly Bear Memo for the Director
 
Trina & Jill,

Please see the message I received from Matt Hogan (pasted below) re. the grizzly bear memo for the
Director.  Sounds like he needs to make some edits and needs a word version.  I have attached my
word version that I converted to pdf for my signature.  Hope this helps.  Let me know if more is needed.

"The GB Status Review BP needs some edits but it came in PDF vs word so Cheryl sent it back to get the
word version. Hopefully you can expedite getting it back to us. Thx."
 
Cheers,
Steve
 
 
Steve Small
Assistant Regional Director - Ecological Services
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Interior Regions 5 & 7
 
134 Union Blvd., Suite 645
Lakewood, CO 80228
Cell: 303-725-3234
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